Summary of the story

~ Cauldron ~

 

Nasreddin Hodja had borrowed a cauldron from his neighbour. When he didn't return it for a long time, the neighbour came knocking on the door. 

`Hodja Effendi, if you are finished with the cauldron could I take it back? The wife needs it today.'

`Ah, of course,' Hodja said, `just wait here a minute and I'll fetch it.'

When Hodja came back to the door with the cauldron, the neighbour noticed that there was a small pot in it.

`What is this?'

`Well, neighbour, congratulations, your cauldron gave birth to a baby pot.' said the Hodja.

The neighbour, incredulous, yet delighted, thanked the Hodja, took his cauldron and the new little pot, and went home. 

A few weeks after this incident, one day The Hodja came again, asking to borrow the cauldron. The neighbour didn't even hesitate and lent Hodja the cauldron with pleasure. However, once more it was taking the Hodja forever to return it back. The neighbour had no choice but to go asking for it again.

`Hodja Effendi, are you done with the cauldron?'

`Ahh neighbour, ahh' bemoaned The Hodja, `I am afraid your cauldron is dead.'

`Hodja Effendi, that's not possible, a cauldron cannot die!' exclaimed the disbelieving neighbour. But Nasreddin Hodja had his answer ready.

`My dear fellow, you can believe that it can give birth, why can't you believe that it can also die?'

Who isNasreddin Hodja,  the writer of the story?

 

Nasreddin Hodja is Turkey's (and perhaps all of Islam's) best-known trickster. His legendary wit and droll trickery were possibly based on the exploits and words of a historical imam. Nasreddin reputedly was born in 1208 in the village of Horto near Sivrihisar. In 1237 he moved to Aksehir, where he died in the Islamic year 683 (1284 or 1285). As many as 350 anecdotes have been attributed to the Hodja, as he most often is called. Hodja is a title meaning teacher or scholar. He frequently is compared with the northern European trickster Till Eulenspiegel. 

Nasreddin Hodja (Hoca) is a 13th century Turkish personage who is believed to have lived in Aksehir in south-central Turkey. About 400 handwritten manuscripts that narrate anecdotes demonstrating his quick wit and wisdom have survived. Hodja was clearly a beloved character whose advise and opinion the townspeople solicited and respected. They also loved to test his wit by playing mischievous games on him or by asking him absurd questions. Hodja was often victim to the practical jokes of children and adults, who wanted to see how he would get himself out of trouble. But Nasreddin Hodja, to the delight of his fellow villagers, was never stumped to deliver a witty one-liner.

 

Hodja, so-called for his wisdom (in Turkish "hoca" means both teacher and religious leader, both of whom are supposed to be knowing men), was sometimes an imam, leading prayers and other religious ceremonies, and sometimes a kadi, resolving local disputes. But he was, first and foremost, a small farmer who had a few live stock and a small land to cultivate. He is hard-working and honest, however, he is not immune to little cheatings every now and then. He is often poor. He and his family live very modestly, and from time to time they even suffer from abject poverty where there is no food or fire to keep them warm. Nasreddin Hodja is willing to do any job to support his family. Tough times make him sarcastic, but he maintains his sense of humour and optimism.

 

In some stories Hodja acts utterly foolish. It is believed that he too, in his turn, wanted to play games on others. He liked to astonish his townspeople and deliver a good message in the form of idiocy. Sometimes for his own benefit, or to save face, he pretended to be stupid. At times, he was tempted to resort to beguiling for small favours or an extra meal. We see in the stories that when it comes to poverty, the villagers are all on the same boat, and it is a daily quest to trick one another into offering a meal or a treat.

 

Hodja is also known and cherished in other cultures. In Greece, Albania, many Arab countries, Iran, Serbia, Croatia, China, Uzbekistan, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Russia, Armenia and Afghanistan, Nasreddin Hodja continues to entertain the children and the adults.

 

Nasreddin Hodja, his life and times, and his character can be debated to no end. However, I believe that this little summary is enough to get us started with his tales. We can't tell anything more about Nasreddin Hodja than he tells us about himself in the stories attributed to him

